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SPEECH OF Me. J. P. KENNEDY,
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be acquired in spite of the treaty-making power. This is not
the first time, sir, that & Whig Senate has put strict construe-

! _ hig Senate | rate and distinet powers, provided for, if at all, in totally treme necessity for the cession now contemplated > W,
OF MARYLAND, tion to its trumpe—pressed it 10 its wit's end 1o evade the Con- | for » possession, regulate its governuient, settle it, civi- mmdmcmmmmm&"'uma- this not be very Mnm»umdmg
On the ‘_ & stitution.  But it 15 sowething new in our history 1o see 50 | lize it, protect it, open il to the ingress of our own people, it| partments of the Government. T'hat this is the true interpre- | after, if, in the administration of affairs afler the snnexation,
Question of the Annexation of Texas. |much disinterested ingenuity in the matter, so much baflled and | seems to be s fair corollary that we cannot scquire it. The tation of the Constitution is shown in other portions of that in | it should bo found that owr Northern industry and our pro-
distrustful industry at work. Here is said to be a clear intes- | acquisition, without these powers, would be The | strument. The organization of the Genersl Government is | tective system had grown unpalutable to the people of the |
Houss or Rernrsextarives, Jaxvany 11, 1845, ligible purpose to annes & new Siate, concerning which it is | di of un island, the conquest of a foreign territory, or| w with the purpose of ﬂlﬂhg:lﬁlﬂ new province ! ! were what
The Hoves heing in commities of the Whole. and havin red almost to doubt the constitutional power,  the of one, would be the most nugatory of all acts, | nation 1o it, in the charscter of a State. That must| I will not enlurge this argument. It suggests much matter| these leiters
under consideration the resolutions for annexi "l'u.mluthg and concerning which, (oo, it is loudly said the people have |if wo cannot govern what we obtain. 1 should like 1o hear | have & capacity at once to be represented in our C for reflection worthy the sttention of the . lcontend,| Sir, there
United States, Mr. “NNBWWMHT:H" issued their decree. Yot what do we see 7 Contartion, con- from the friends of annexation, who have denied the power 10| Otherwise the nuthors of the WMh“m sir, that neither Texas nor the United Btates R ] whom e
Mz, Chai e 10 the amendments under | HiCh Almost agony of mind, to contrive the way. We are |hold colonies, some intelligible reconcilement of these two to present the anomaly of a State of this Union bound to obey | treat for the extinction or alterntion of either Government ; were they ?
conaiderstion, 1o each of the propositions which have been | " PPicd with embeyosand sbortions from every quarter ; plane | opinions. | : all our laws, yet having no voice inthe making of them. That | that, afier annexation, no 10 the treaty remain who are | houses,
e s s R B T ll.l,dtﬂih: lorrpmme this act by evasion und equivocation ; inany way |~ Returning, however, to my argument, I desire it to be noted | cannot be su “nﬁuerthekqth.(}m&umrqmu for its fulfilment; and that the whaole reding | United
presented lmi 3 i'ln“‘“l l:‘m o}‘:}-mm“ lh.‘ rather than by dircetly meeling it in the mode which the com- | that, if there be a power to acquire territory deducible from our of every of the House of ives that he shall | is one of revolution, and not of constitutional function ; that corporated
m‘llﬂl dlﬂ!l, 0 14 h - - Lt -

annexation of Texas in any mode by which it may be aceom-
The gentleman from Ohio, (Mr. Dgax,) who spoke

I

mon sense of the nation suggests as the only one known to
Why all this ? It
is 10 escape the Senate, the only constitutional organ to ap-

Constitution, it is a power which is to be exercised only through | have been aoven years  citizen of

our Constitution, if it can be done at all. the Executive. Aequisition by co

ed as an incident of the power which is given to the Execu-

United States, and of
nquest can alone be sustain- | every Senator to have been nine years a eitizen. It is mani- | ments,

£
]

h

e ; ; ; fest that these conditi t exist amongst the inhabitants| 1 dismiss i question
;ﬁ‘wu e :I:I: mh;: :::: ﬁ:gmgly Py | Prove and settle forcign negotiation tive to carry on war. Discovery rests on the samo basis | for| of & fareign Stats. g'u mciml:‘hm i :th this moment IMI a few -ﬂ."mlgkmn@:. muﬂo?ﬁ*’ to £ bave fled
always knew t find them - question, | Tt 5| 1t i amusing to contemplate the dexterity and ingenity | discavery is but n species of conquest. _Acquisition by cession | » foreigner to the United States, oven although he may have | teritory, if it has ever heen doubtful, is setled by woll ap-| with the
0, 85 (ko Smy abwaye be found, whers the forethers o e BT s bt o b nepe pnbue: F At el o the Mewis of fie: 3 SIRRORIMIE b Laseotly swigrated from this countzy. = We avaw the right of R, | Thet & o b only somcend Wrough the | fom the
: : e ed in this House y some eight or ten plans € annex- | tween sovereigns—ag ) permanent | expatriation. citizens lose their citizenship when i belongs gislature. That| atic
% were found, on the side of enlightened liberty | 4iion of Texas. Every day brings forth a new one. How | obligation, as the supreme law Inudlﬂ- This is ako an wmm This s b of nir uoiliasd o I-Ildd,“!!om x &r:iocn ka"m“ -W‘:‘d
the bevad H ¥, sir, may they be r"“':!d associated on many are still lying in the portfolios of members I know | Executive power. The Executive is and controlled by ples. Now, it is true that an act of Congress convert the | Union finds no t whatever for such a power in the Con- o [I 1
Mmmmm lished :l:dmhe u|:| ;npri.::i ;l::.“::flll:ii!l: lJml.kw-;rhe J‘ihﬂm of to-duy brings a ]uu.lu; from General | the counsel of the Sa;nw. which Ivlmmﬁnﬁm“ - 8:: inhabitants of Texas into citizens of the United States : but it | stitation. That o right is, in its nature, primordi o 'mw
g ac on this question. He has noticed this su ion | treaty or compact-making mean to sy cannot make them citizens of standing. 3 it conseq :
they established under his guidance. They do not boast | of e House of ‘li'leptumtutivu—ﬁndn fuult with this abun- | ate i:um'tad with the Executive in this function, not as a le-| In mnﬁempllﬁonofhwthmc:;';:n;m st - e ool i qpend mm".l

the glories of progressive Democracy, whose peculiar charac-
teristic it seoms to be to abandon, in rapid vicissitude, every

dance, and gives a noteworthy hint of the necessity of des-

is his opini - i : vent. between the years 1
. : L patch. It is his ion that if we do not take care of Texas | a different rule from that which provails in its to borrow Senators and niatives i
mOhio nw.:: mﬂﬁu re :’tl;-m. Neither the ;E_entletunl{ from | yory quickly, .hem take care of herself by refusing future | ceeding, requiring two-thirds of its votes to sustain amrz;- gontiomen here Wm pr w:hﬂllh! U i another w h:h, we should :;: the consent of all th: m hﬂ:
g in debate have been so fortunate in de- | (g 504 then, he seems to insinuate, no way will be left { It is therefore, for the occasion, a portion of the Execufive, not | suthors of the Constitution, and was left Tor ? ,“!hl-. ; it berl- wmb g State Ml Mm‘n Clas it d_m_ ! '
i Bir own party position upon this question of annexa- | g hoe compel her to be happy by the sword. This is | the Legislature of the nation. Surely no member will risk his upon such an ar- hq"’""l 'E o G hsrwi'l.hm Mwi"th st laibore, M :
m. upon any other which has been before the rather rough wooing, and something, to, after the manner| Now, Mr. Chairman, I will not go the length of my friend gument. Teputstion rooin Wor "l.a’ s ﬂhlltﬂ. o hﬂmpivﬂe;u . mup -
The present session of C i hesied of the ancient Roman. It is, in more senses than one, a | from Massachusetts, (Mr. Winzunor,) and say thatsthis| The deduction from this is, that Congress cannot make | into or 1o remain put of the new C, . For new Con- mﬁwh‘nﬂmﬂ ;
PG < Lot S imate e o oo Solini Jropead, .:“:; threat against the Snlbinm m;l'hia rm.‘;:f bl::e wh‘lgrhffw} g“' power to acquire territory does not e;i: in our Conatitetion. I| new State from a foreign nation without first acquiring the | federacy and new nation it would be, req new organiza- | ted himeelf with the fameus |
s . ¥ . Hermitage will doubtless produce its effect bere. 0, of the | am no strict constructionist, sir, as phrase is understood ; | terri of the foreign and ing it long for | tion and new L The old Union from that 1o ninsion:
ntous interest in reference to the question of annexation. | | ol e these divers schemes, will take the hint, | and do not stand upon these nice distinctions. I be- | its citizens to become endnmmd | halding ng enough " compacts. nion moment is | mission os Governor or
inr::bu tltn: opink sapis e e ol "33““]?“]"*" fealty by being the first to withdraw * lieve the Conatitution Wdﬂﬂn:‘;zh. and is, & plais, com- | them a State—that is to say, m%mqm mﬂ-.lb m.k; M:nundu“d'd‘wdmnﬂmu:' ldmumwhwhmwx :mppum“rm-::: v h‘:l!.\l-mvgdmm
sy i ""’::::'" oo :d:"l"d dh‘;:: ;‘a:::ll:t:nd:::ii Here is, first, the plan of the vhajnum‘} of the co:l?;mltee. n&?:n mhr. I:nuchmal paper, intended to convey all powers | give them a representution in Cougress. This shows conclu- proceedings of 1787-"88-'89, The fii of acirheloved and This
F 0 40 Toiete (Mr. C. J. IxsxnsoLt)—a simple expedient to ratify a re- L mig found to the of | sively, if other v ! g s friends I .
wbr;. ml; '}::: mu;t:?jm: ‘h:l g:g :: m'ﬁfih w:: jected treaty by joint melur.im n[(‘mgmﬂ—nm scheme to out- | the people ; that it #mmhﬁwm uﬁ!ﬁ’mm&- of u;u.i:mg mm'?m :h-t m&h:;o o m&?m &-.l?:h: m forefathers. samny' mol}'
2 udgment h it B¢ | veto the veto of the Senate. This seems, by comment con- | cations of ,which might withoutviolence to our language | and distinet, i ; ; ‘
was, therefore, 10 need of wasting tme in debate ; some have | .t 'ty he regandod as somewhsi too violent 8 demnand upon | be inferred from it text ; that it ws coneeived in the ides that | pawer touesui Aww"d" mwm Mupm aptin ?.f"é’..m”” e TV G s e mmm RS .
even said it might be settled 'n_h‘!f an hour. 2 the tender consciences of the House, and therefore we have | some breadth of construction should be given to its phrese, to| erto MMG? nﬁﬁhwm m!’il the tide of to be will blame
Since we have come here, sir, it woerus to be not quite s0 f 1 qubgtitites. We have 4 substitute by the gentleman | reach contingencies p ting obvious benefits o the wation 3 | incident of adwitting the e e - g oengans hlﬁlm' Who
b g gl S gendaticiuined by th l‘-[“n-on'. Al from Ohio, (Mr. Warren,) which is worth studying as a 'E- that it does not enumerate the subdivisions of powers granted, | tion is shown to be some nine in advance of| One of the by we are recommended to
3‘[‘“‘“ has evidently gained ground that something is expect- | inen of the art of legislating for a territory and people be- | only b soch ation would weaken the cases not | the admission, it u“""’m '-"u“" g oll 'ﬁ; nmrw foc —- annex
 in the way of reasons to satisfy the yet unsatisfied public yond our jurisdiction. Then a substitute from Kentucky, | enumerated ; and that it does enumerate in broad and some- | principal to-allow ﬂ:wl i 'ill incident widely | u! "b“"' m‘l" 'th 8 mﬂmr
mind. Gentlemen have been warmly disputing on both sides (by Mr. T1unatrs,) which I take to be intended as a recipe | what indefinite phrase, .expressly that it may leave an am The State of Louisi . o s’ Tillow j‘i’"""lmmm Bmmm aon u&n
t.';i :: v:lnt really ::ﬁutil‘:e issues h:a-l" I:fi, am.ll ‘sht;:m; very :;ir; for shying a constitutional impediment. It T founded on the | verge for cases and contingencies which no sagacity could fore-| 1812. The territory was A Mﬁ\ 1803, 'The ijmuu;mi.) [ 2 .mbwﬁw fog e
g "y Pon exiubiied on Wial ) liscovery th ’ ve cannot annex ferrilory, yet we inok : 1 interval 1 desire to address remarks propo-
point, as all will acknowledge who heard the recent debates Nmovery ks shinoagh ¥ ¥ ¥ soe. The gentleman from Ilknois (Mr. Dousrass) told us ¥ the period essential to qualify her Senators. | sition—not because I think it more worthy to be

on the railroad iren bill and the Subtreasury. We have o
voice from Pennsylvanin on this subject in Governor Porter's
message, and another from New York in the message of Gov-

was nine years,
can annex a_foreign Stafe, which includes territory ; thus af- | the other day that the great distinction between Demoerat and | The territorial is a . e
fording a practical illustration of a wise saw, whic'z :ntth_n last | Whig—or Federalist, as he took pains to add, hoping doubt- | last s “%;Wm must
session we were compelled 1o vote upon, and succeeded in es | less, by thisemphasis, to fix upon us the stale and absurd charge | Horace's rule for the ion of a
tablshing us a cardinal point of Democracy—namely, * that { of a synomyme, upon which his party has alone subsisted for | mitted to see the light.” That, i, i

¢
&

crnor Wright. The Pennsylvania chief magistrate has assur: f (5 ress has no power to do indireetly what it cannot do di- | years—he told us that the distinction between the parties was, | rule for the incorporation of a State into the Union when it is | and which,
el us that the vote of that State could not have been obtained rectly.” That, I think, was the very language of the resolu- | that the Whigs claimed the right to exercise all powers which | carved out of a foreign territory. To my mind, the argument | entitled lb'specl!-l comment.
for Mr. Polk but upon the conviction that he wasthe friend o! ), ™ Then comes the gentleman from Ilinois (Mr. Dove- | were convenient and useful to the discharge of the functions | is i istible. ; ion i pon

the tariff of 1842. Governor Wright's message was looked | |\ (0 with another plan. [Lis to fulfil what he calls the guar- expressly designated in the Constitution, whilst the Democrats|  So far, Mr. Chairman, I have drawn the attention of the |longs to the United States

be-
at_this moment by virtue of the,

for with some anxiety. The peculiar position of that gentle-
man, with reference both to the tariff and Texas, gives great
significance to his opinions on these points. He tells us that
the contest has been decided on issues *“universally recog-
nised ," that “the public Lives and the known and acknoto-
ledged principles of the leading eandidates of the respective
parties defined the grounds upon which the battle was
fought ;" that *“ those candidates were supported upon the
principles and opinions which, as statesmen, they had avow-
ed pmﬂ' After such a declaration, we may believe
that the message would be perused with the deepest inter-
est, to learn something of his mte ion of the Texas issue.
He owed it to the people of New York and to the country to
be explicit en that point. But what do we find ! One shon
paragraph, shrouded in more than Delphic mystery :
“ [ firmly believe that a ealm and statesmanlike course in the
ma ent of our relations with other Powers, based upon
vational principles, and governed by the rule *to ask
nothing which is not elearly right and to submit to nothing that

i » 3 ; i i by treaties, and which is not forbidden in other sections of the | treaty, or if either of them do not subsist after it is made in a y of Florida to the United States, relinquished, with
is wrong,” will continue us in peace ; or, if it lead to war, it issue. | FhE Foi L g ¥ nczr, . A Yy e - {oe 7S some other equivalents given by us, all claim on our to
# . : Tt 3 .1 | the issue. Zentleman proposes it is an ardent, un- | Constitution. I recognise no other bhoundary to this power. condition to be responsible for its fulfilment, it is no treaty. th t of the Sabi I F hl
:tl::a?;udu;pm Bplorl getEnte & I thy Sommtzy will hesitating, and ising friend of the measure. He | These acquisitions and cessions of which I have s, are | Let us not be deceived by terms. Wlunwthlkufumn- ol' ne, The language of

We have had hold mmgu from the ‘land of sbstrac-
tions ; this is a message from the headquarters of non-c i

haki

ts of L
and which, he affirms, it is now our duty to do for the

1

To my ear they sound pretty much alike ; and especially in
of Texas, notwithstandirig nll that has happened since. is | reference to this Texas question. * * * ¢ * ¢ «
plan, sir, | commend as an ingenious invention to revive one | 1 do not, as I have said, go the length of affirming that there
dead treaty by strangling three living ones—the treaty of 1803 | is no power to acquire territory. Cases may ari e, as they have | is one of much greater import.
against the treaties of 1819, 1831, and 1838. arisen, in which this power of acquisition may be val , ne- | Government to incorporate into its own body a foreign Gov-
After these, sir, we have ﬂwyhn_nrfﬁn gentleman from Ala- | cessary—important even to the safety of the nationi. I'do not, | ernment > This is a very different question from that of ac-
bama, (Mr. Bersen,) a plain, direct marching up to the | therefore, make points upon it, but will admit it may be infer- | quisition. Sir, 1 deny that any euch power was ever given or
juestion, in defi PP ; & throwing down of the | red from the grants of the Constitution. - contemplated. It is revolution whenever it is exerci
glove to strict construction, its knights and squires, Of all| Then, sir, I say, if there is a power to acquire, there is
these plans, if T were an immediale annexationist—by which, | also a power to relinguish Ierrilo%e They are correlatives, | treaty, u real treaty is essential toit. ‘There must be parties
[ presume, is meant one who goes for Texas by act of Con- and rest on the same argument. only grant in the Con- | to make the compact ; they must be acting in the sphere of
gress, as long a3 the treaty-making power refuses—of all these | stitution is, that the President ¢ shall have power, with the | the authority conferred upon them by their respective Govern-
plans, sir, I should prefer this from Alabama. M is frank, ladvice and consent of the Senate, to make treaties.” 'This | ments to make the compact ; they must exist as bodies respon-
manly, and to the point. It seems to say, *‘If it were done | phrase is left without Iimitation. I infer from it that it was | sible for the fulfilment of the
when it is done, it werg well it were done quickly.” If this | intended to confer upon the treaty-making power a right to do | conditions to a treaty.
deed of usurpation is tg be consummated, let it be done with fall that, according (o the usage of nations, is ordinarily done | law of their own
4 bold face, without eqivocation, and with a broad breast to

ts, have no power to make the

uncompromisi
honestly believes it is for the 100:1 of. the country, and evi-

undoubtedly amongst the highest and most delicate functions | sion of T to the United S of the an-
dently is convinced that the United States and Texas re - o o nited Statex, we talk equally »

of Government, und have a great influence upon the welfare | nexation of the United States to Texas. Both are sovereign

alism. The Governor has studied in theschool of a worthy ol!
judge, of by-gone days, in mny own Siate—a gentleman mucl
more distinguished for his goodness of heart than for the depth
of his law knowledze. He had sat for many years, an asso-
ciate upon the bench, without ever having oceasion to expres
an opinion. It once happened, however, that he held court
alone, when a trinl came on which enabled the counsel tc
amuse themselves at his expense. They raised various intri-
cate questions of law, and prayed his instruction to the jury.
After arguing their points on both sides for a long time, they
called on the judge for his opinion. *‘I give it very cheer-
fally,” said he. *““This is a case of vast importance; the
questions have been very distinctly stated; they have been
argued with great sbility. The counsel have laid down the
law on both sides with great precision. My direction to you,
gentlemen of the jury, is, ‘l'.hl.t you find your verdict accord-

. Bomul.hm; in this manner, !Il'e we been edified, spection of the Constitution by Congress before the admission ing such incidents were never templated. ithout any i ki } in our fond i Thil'd,'il-ll assumed Mh‘ ida treaty was only void
not only by the Governor of the Empire State, but also by | of the State. Texas is to judge for herself us to whether the | 8o far, then, as precedent and unlwl:r-l acquiescency are of | laws. Te:undghl!nyh:tha same predicament ; and whether »r":-iE "hh;lmh the W:ll“ mﬁmﬂm&tﬂul'm
many on this floor, upon that vexed question, what were the conditions are observed, and, onmplying with these, she is to value, [.‘m that this qm of mm and cossion of | ¢ Blated wovecelentt 1o hold their seat of Goy- claim CXaR, ‘*II sDCI] m other W. s o

democratic issues of the contest of 1844 ' From all that |
can gather on this point, one thing I um surc has been de-
cided : that Mr. Polk has been elected President of the United
States. Nothingelse, vsfar as| can see, hasbeen settled. The
Democracy has a cha ier, free as the wind, to continue its ol
privilege of alternatel ; adopting and disowning, as often as it
may suit its purposes, every doctrine of Government and every
measure of policy which the occasions of the moment may

This question of annexation comes very peremplorily upon
us at the present session, not without much announcement
A letter from this city, dated 20th of December, appeared in
the Richmond Enquirer. It was written by one in the secret
of the griefs which disturbedthe Democratic sanhedrim. Tt
told the stary of the lave held to ile differences : even
gave the names of those to whom the healing of dissension was
commitied

panting for the emb His mode of bringing them together
is coneeived in the spirit of the ejaculation; now b al-
most classic in our language, of the impatient tragic hero,
“Ye gods, annihilate but time and space, and mmke two
fovers happy ! Sir, an earnest man is always entitled to' re-
spect : when he is earnest he is honest. * * * * =
Amongst these schemes I shall stop to notice but one more.
It is one which derives, from the standing of its anthor, a high
claim to the support of at least his political friends. [ allude
to the proposition submitted by the gentleman from Virginia,
(Mr. Drowsoorr,) There are indications of more favor to
this scheme, perhaps, than to either of the others. It is n pro-
position to annex Texas in the same manner as the gentleman
would have us believe that Vermont came into the Union ;
that is, by an act authorizing the State to come into the Union
on- a certain day, upon its compliance with conditions, as to its
Constitution, prescribed in advance. There is to be no in-

of the nation. They require caution in their exercise ; happi- [ nations, The object is to incorporate them into one nation.
ly, are very seldom employed ; and the circumstances with | How is it proposed to be done > By uniting them under such
which they may be connected will always present grave and | laws us are adapted to both, Texas contributes her sove-
cogent demands upon the wisdom and patriotism of the Gov- | reignty to the common mass of the sovereignty of the United
emment. The powers relating to tLem, it strikes me, were | States. The United States, also, in the same degree, con-
for these reasons purposely left vague and indefinite. They | tribute their sovereignty to the common mass. of sovereignty

strict boundaries of power are net, and often eanmot be, scru- | reignty extent of territory has nothing to do with the question.
pulously observed. Such was the case of the cession of Louisi- | It is a mere accident that the United States are larger than
ana. It was justified by the highest national inducements—no | Texas. The principle would be the same if Texas compre-
less than the welfare and even safety of the Western commerce. | hended all South America. It is an error, therefore, whi

In the same light'we may regard the acquisition of Florida. | deceives the public mind on this subject, to speak of the pro-
And so, o, we may estimate both the acquisitions and ces- | position as one to annex Texas to this Union, or tovincorpo-
sions of the Ashburton treaty. I should be very loth, sir, to| rute Texas with it. The term is equally appropriate to call it
deny a power which has been so obviously convenient and useful| a proposition to annex the United States to Texas, or to in-
as this has been in the cases | have referred to. I dissent, there- | corporute fhem with that nation. It is but another accident in
fore, from even the high authority of Mr. Jefferson in suppos- | the case that our orgunization will enable us to muke this in-

be a member of this Union on the 4th of July next. 8ir, I
believe there is not a man on this floor who would consent 1o
admit Towa or Florida, or any other State within our scknow-
ledged limits, on such terms. The zeal for Texas outrums all
discretion, and we can take her upon a trust which every one
woukl deem it discreet to refuse to every other portion of our

territory has been settled—wisely settled that the treaty-mak- | ernment at Wiashington in Texas, or Washington in the Dis-
ing power is sufficiently comprehensive to authorize what has | trict of Columbia, or al some i
been done. The Lowsiana treaty ; the Florida trea- | ni is an inci
ty both acquired and relinguished. ' T'he Ashburton
did the same thing. I agrec that these are the law of the land, | sovereignties merge their previous separate existence into one
and that they have become settled ts. [ with that| combined sovereignty without a revolution in the
Confederacy. the gentlemen who find so much virtue in these ? , wir, after Texns s annexed her inde-
The gentl from Virginia, in submitting his proposition | now, could bring their consciences to the same respect for pro- | pendent sovereignty is gone. Where is it gone ?
to the House, spoke of Vermont at the time of her admission | cedents, much stronger than these, relating to other powers of | new combination with our sovereignty. Is not our cundition
as a foreign territory ; likened her to T'exas, ond claimed her | this Government; or, at least, that they would cease to re-| the same as hers in this relation 7  If it is not, where is the
case as a precedent.  Sir, for one of his accurate study he is | proach, and rather commend, the Whig party for their fidelity | difference ? And if it is, is nol our separate i
singularly in error.  Vermont was a disputed ground b to the Constitution and its interpretations by suthorities quite | merged also in the combination ' Now, I ask, first, where
New York and New Hampshire. She was claimed by both. the power in this Government to make this new combination
Rejecting both, she set up for herself, affirming her right to | These are cases of treaty, When occasions for conguest or | of sovereignties ? and, second, where is the power in the
make u separate member of the Confederation. This bred » | discovery shall arise, doubtless, we shall find a consent on the | Government of Texas to make it ?
long quarrel ; u quarre] which lasted through the whole Revolu- | part of the nation quite as strong to form a precedent ps that|  Sir, I wish to be understood.

Into the |

anty of the treaty of 1803, by which it was stipuluted that the | held the restriction to be to such as were necessaryand proper. | committee to the question of the acquisition of territory. 1| treaty of 1803, which transferred Louisiana
isiana should be made citizens of the Union, | Sir, I will not stop to adjust the balance between these plirases. | have freely admitted that there is a power in this Government | ment. It affirms that e were

to mequire territory, when it is exercised through the proper | treaty which we could net, without violution of faith, annul or

organ. I have demanstrated that it does not exist in Congress. | forego by anv subsequent

The next question to which I wish to invite the committee | thezeiore, or the reli

Is there any power iz this | Florida treaty, was a violation of faith, and, i 2

i This is distinctively, sir, the plan of re-

The treaty of 1803 contains this clause :
into the Union of the Usited Sthce
volution in both Governments. When jre terri uto the Union ui und admitted, as soon as

. oo Sey Oy i according to the principles of the Federal Constitu-
tion, to the enjoyment of all the rights, advantages, and immu-
nlmu :;'f.lellt,:.wu of the lhﬁ:;.tu ; and, h‘of
they @ r:neoud in enjovment of their liberty,

they profess.”

Vﬁﬂﬂ‘m‘ act.

property, wnd

This argument of re.

'!l'nlyalhltlhe

sions to the territories lying west and south of that line.”
tion is founded on

of our claim

g8
g
&

shall be i

% 1

sumptions. ‘First, it is assumed that Texas was a part of Loui-
siana. Now, sir, I will not dispute that point. I 'believe there
was much force in our pretensions to that extent. 'It is suffi-
cient for me, however, to say, that that was n question of dif-
&mbletwemlha United States and Spain ; and that the

s'nlnntybywy bsequent treaty ; that, therefore, we could
not cede this territory agnin to other nati

it, for the sake of|

nalon.

tion? Does it not settle the question
ducement huTe:ulek annexation . Mm
we may pay her debts, her
m? 'I'bemwmdﬁundeh

i

implied,
i ied future harmony ; and then assured the | 0w But she was, on all sides, admitted to be a part of the | which now sustains the treaty power. these two nations can i te themselves into one nation . ita Ly the ceded country should be incorporated twenty ; whether they
public that, after New Year should hear thunder— | 1 nited Colonie ; : e ; A with the nation to which are transferred.  They necessa- <
P , mun[;.:, F ey : ‘1’; up ewr_\';.lrjnlil:;'- m;m_ United Colonies.  As such, partook of the war and bore the | | again recur to the point, that in whatever mode térritory rily 588bme ci Fesy of " stars upon their banner.

cate tremble, from Sir Robert Peel down to Mr. Winthrop.”
Sir, | am something of an amateur of convulsions, both in the
physical and moral world, and received thia announcement
with something of a pleasant anticipation. [ longed to hear

standard of freedom on some of the best battle-fields of the Re- | may be acquired by this Government—whether by conquest,
volotion.  She fought for the cause of the Colonics, and with | discovery, or treaty—the design of the Constitution wa (sup-
them conquered.  Whether as part of New York, as part of | posing 31!-' power to acquire be granted at all) to leave |t to be | these
New Hampshire, or a separate Siate carved out of both and | done through the Executive, not the Legislature. .
disawning both, she was slways the loyal and active friend of |  Gentlemen greatly mistake the authority conferred upon | United States, or the present functionaries of this Govern-

i
:
i

i
i
i
i

2 . S firmament of nati
the Democratic thunder by which the Jupiter Tonans of the independence, und won her full share of the glory and of the | Congress by the 3d seetion of the 4th article, which ers | ment—Executive, Legislative, and Judicial, all combined—can lod to Spain, pence her independence, her acope for her induostry
Committee of F“‘:’E“_ Rfillmfu. and his auxiliaries, were to | grivilege of the Revolution. The question of her controversy | Congress it 10 admit new States” into the Union. This is|do it or that all or any of the existing functionaries of Texas wt::e::sh treaiias Mmmnwmm fo B tht give hﬂd‘:‘ b, i o
throw this whole phere into con Well, sir, we | with New York and New Hampshire, and the recognition of | simply a power of organization and inspection. It lps no-| can do it, on their side. 'Both here and there, the present guaranty in favor of the lnhlﬂ'l:ll -ﬁuﬁ all, give her the sympathy
have had it. In the first two days it was well nigh, spent: | her soparate existence as s State, was not settled until 1791, thing to do with the power fo obtain the ferrifory upon which | functionaries were chosen to admimister the Government which | 0 those trenties— I.hu:'“ carved her way to :
would have run short but for the philanthropy of the gentleman | Being wettled in that year, she then came into the Union as | a State is to be eracted. Neither has it any thing 1o do with | exists ; to preserve and protect it, and sec that it performs its as strongly as it is in the u:: of 1:33 If there be upon her a greater
from Philadelphia, (Mr. J. R. Ixosnsoit,) who kindly step- | the oiher Colonies had come, by wsriricarrox and adoption | the question whether the founders of the Government designed | allotted duty. They were never chosen to alter it, to surren- foree in lged:goel.f;nn, ﬁn’mw of Te now | have sunk ber yet
ped forward, &t u eritical moment, tosupply new combustibles | o the Constitution. If the gentleman from Virginia wishes | to make States from foreign or domestic territory. These | der it, to merge it in any other Government ; to abate from or claim the first guaranty in their favor, and m‘l:unigx upon this

*

for the cauldron. The devoted gentleman from Massachu-
setts, (Mr. Wintnnor,) who was close at hand, was its first

really to follow the precedent of Vermont in the case of Texas,

questions are enly in the clauses | have already dis- | add to one cubit in its stature. That can only be done by the
let him recommend to Texas a short act of her Legislature

cussed. | have shown that, i!'lur!imqaul_dln acquired ut mmhhmmmmwﬂn”

victim. How he cowered under it we have secn : how speedily ratifying and approving the Constitution of the United States, | all, it could only be in the modes I have out. Ob- or supersede this Government or establish anothers This
he regained his voice, we have also witneased ; and may con- | y{ claiming admission on that score.  Such n proceeding will viously it was never intended that treaties or com| should | s revolution : and it may be, but still it is | .. as those which
gratulate him that his gallant bearing in these perils is likely | snable him to test the point whether Texas and Vermont stand | be made with foreign Governments without the content of revolution. i

to win him new honors snd fresh applause at home. He has
earned a renewed title to the and confidence of his
constituents. But, after all, sir—to speak honestly in this
matter—I must say 1 have heard hetier thunder—and of the
eame kind ; melodramatie, in the playhouse, where the scene
required a tempest to be Lrewed : sheet iron thunder, sir;
made by vibrating a tin-plate five feet square, with a little
powdered. rosin, sulphur, and saltpetre flashed off at intervals,
by way of lightning. Judging from the rapid recovery of my
friend from Boston, we may take pleasure in the reflection
that neither he, mor Sir Robert Peel, nor any who stand in the

in the same category. two-thirds of the States, any more than jt was that amend- only

Sir, these schemes are confessions—confeasions of the doubt | ments of the Constitution should be valid until ratified by three- | larger Power, and because we see in the process but little ne-
and difficulty of the constitutional question.  As hypoeriny is | fourths. ceasity for change of our fundamental laws. It therefore es-
said to be homage to virtue, so is doubt homage to truth. |  [In defining the duties and powers of Congress, this clause, | capes the public notice, as a subject involving the momentous
Gentlemen suspeet themselves to be in the wrong, and there- | in regard to new States, was indi » and perbaps i pmhln stated. W look upon it as a mere accession
fore they struggle to find devices, specious evasions, which may | the very words employed. Congress should admit them—no | of te , which we can soon settle, as we have settled other
scem ot least to be right.  Now, sir, doubtful powers ought | other power sh doit. © A treaty, therefore, could not. A | territory. But how is it with Texas?

not to be exercised. That was once a fundamental profession, | tréaty could procure land—Congress alone could make one or | visible surrender of that Government, with all its paraphernalia
though never a fundamental practice, of modern democracy, | more States out of it. of Government., It is n ecapitulation. When it is done, no
General Jackson was somewhat famous for this precept.  The | The Government had territory—probably contemplated the | sovereignty—except such subordinate sovercignty as we allow

I is onali

powers claimed now, are they not doubtful ?  Let these ten acruisition of more. It was essential in either case, as well in | them—remains, gone, is gooe ;

In all the treaties which are to be found in the diplomatic
cessions have beén made,
guaranty—as the gentloman and his friends call it—will be dis-
covered, under many forms of sti

history of Europe,
phalia,

1718

express
Let gentlemen exumine the treaties from that of West-
in 1648, down (o the present time ; the to
meguen ; of Utrecht ; the celebrated Barrior treaty of 1715, for
barrier of the Netherlands ; the Quadruple Alli-

g

both and im-

of Ni.|dent

gradations between them, are h_kelg to be annihilated just yet. | trials to frame a plan of annexation st this moment upon our | regard to the territory it had, as what it might in future acquire, | the Texas of San Jacinto is gone ; and what was before an :,m mx the w:md the epitaph upon a new-born

Tl?' next steamer, perhaps, will give us fresh assurance on | tables, let the fifty plans that lurk in the brains of members | that some power should be given to admit new States. In the | existing nation, has dwindled into a subsidiary ince. Ttf,. . pra ‘m. habi Hor pro- Since so early 1 am done for,

'h"'P‘N'}'--, Fouin : here, and not yet divulged, answer. Convention some bers wished to raine the point, should | is exactly what it would be if we conquered Texas in war. would it be, how mﬂitnrhihnmofﬁndﬁ-‘ . lwudwwhﬂl'mhquﬂr..
Mr. Chairman, whatever insignificance may have been at-| | propose to oceupy a portion of the time of the committee | new States be confined to the territory then in !| Can gentlemen pretend that there is any in the present | o4 world, to hear sevornl States tights of re-

tached to this question of re-annexation in its origin—how- | with gome remarks on this constitutionsl question.  We have | There was a debate ; and it was thought best to loawn Hve | organized Government of Texas to J;'l::h proceeding * annexation, founded on the inle amserted I‘Liqu-l!;l

ever the country may have neglected or spurned it, whilst it

been invited to this argument by the other side, and it is right | power as it is—saying nothing about the territory ; that being | Sir, if there should be a minaority in

S ok e S S

e

) - ’ country who dissent- | ¢ o0 o woeld .
was supposed 1o owe it paternity 1o that accidental function- | that we should understand each other upon a topic of s much | a question belonging to another department of Government, s | ed from this surrender, and should gather foree enough o ol s of Texns | over._bofors raimed 8 debt of fame, which she must her own - |
sy, who has made it his boust that he came into power'with- | moment to the country. I Nave stated. suceessfully to resist it, woukl not have a right to begun gt

out a party, and of whom I will prophesy that he will depart

from power without a friend—however this measure, sir, may | Government there is a total silence ax to the power to acquire | ist as to the faculty to scquire territory, there is nodoubt that | eign nation as guilty of treason '  Amsuredly : just as
have been contemned whilst under his ill-omened nursing, territory. If such a power exist, therefore, 1t is only bj?im‘ Congress h'.. mt&n power. as we should have a right to im the President of
it is far otherwise now. Whoever may have been the suthor | phontion. Tt must be deduced from some power specifieally | What confusion would ensue if Congress had it ?  The Ex-| United States for treason, if we found him negotiati

of that old annexation of 1824, of which the gentleman from
Illinois (Mr. Dovoras) has spoken in terms of ¢ |

In the enumeration of functions delegated to the Federal

I think it, therefore, very evident, whatever doubts may ex- | those who had given over their land and their people to

gxpressed in the Constitution. Mr. Jeflerson was a strict con- | ceutive and treaty-making act on & subject of sequisi- !m'nns or England to surrender this nation to them.

tion, unquestionubly the present acting Chiel Magistrate was
the foster father of re-annexation, at least. In his keeping it
was nothing.  But ever sinee it was feloniously stolen from
hi:n on that fatal 27th of May in Baltimore, it has hecome a
question of great, even of awful import 1o the of this
Union. The hopes that animate, the fears that alarm friend
and foe, testify every where that every mind is filled with this
engrossing topic. Many good anid valued citizens—thousands,
tens nnd hundreds of th Is of thoughtful, earnest, and
patriotic men, their wives and children, are looking to the pro-
coedings of this House with & deep sentiment of deprecation
and prayer of deliverance.

owever stoutly gentlemen on the other side mav affect to
bear themselves here, he must hﬂ a careless nlm'rvrr'ufwhal i
passing around him who does not see doulst of popular ceneure
and distrust of their own rashness pervading the ranks of those
who claim here to be the friends of the measure.  Texan may
well find reason to doubt the success of her fortunes when
committed to such anspices, Let her look toit. It is quite
apparent that the majority here would most willingly take re-
fuage in any abstract jon of annexation, which shall
releane them from the responsibility of suggesting or voting for
u definite and jcal measure, The of a violated

Constitution tracks their footsteps, and many are afraid tolook
behind. Mow else shall we nceount for these struggles ever
Why is there no
Does the Democratic party hold
Has it consed 1o
Inok 1o u fugleman *  Sir, things are greatly altered since the

10 produce some new plan to do this deed
ngreement of action here
no eaneus—iall into no joint deliberation *

27th of May.

The intrinsic difficulties of annexation are greatly increased
by past events, The Benate stands in the way. The great
now is, not so much whether there be power in this

10 acquire a foreign territory, as whether it can

1

Rructs derof a school which professes 1o be hos- | tion. They refase Inlgml to the compact. Congress Government of Texas is modelled after ours. 1t §
tile o all implied powers, except such as are of clear and in- |to the same enterprise, and ordains it to be done. Which is | subject to the same kind of restraints. Its are di
evitable inference.  He denied this power to aequire territory |the law of the land > Both’ A treaty is the supreme lnw | tincly designated in its Constitution. That instrument

in most unequivoeal terms ; admitted the exercise of it, in the | when it is made. A treaty rejected, by this process, becomes | not contain the ‘w word to justify the inference that the
case of the purchase of Louisiana, o be altogether unauthor- | also the supreme law. How can that be, consistently with | existing authorities might lawfully ex the

ized ; and only justified that measure upon the plea of a State | any just idea ammﬂthmmm* Now, sir, there are gentlemen in this House who have argued
necessity and the nequicscence of the whole country. Even | When a treaty is made, the Constitution declares it to that, from the strueture of our Government, it is
unwilling that it should rest. upon this basis, he asked for an | supreme law of the land—that such treaty shall
amendment of the Constitution to meet the case. His private | served and fulfilled. When, therefore, a treaty
letters, ax well as his public papem, leave no room for dispute | it not equally the law that such treaty
as to his decided eonvietions upon this point. be observed and fulfilled > What other power,
Supposing, sir, in opposition to Mr. Jeflerson’s opinion, that | making has decided, shall contravene
there is a power in this Government to aequire territory, such | decision *  If the Exeeutive and Senate can
acquisition, from the nature of the ease, can only be in one or
the other of three lnmlru-—b_v conquest, by d’ueova, or hy
ceamion and transfer.  No (Government can enlarge ita domain
in any other way.

% We have as yet had no case of conquest, The validity of
title by discovery is one of the topics for debate in | coincid
the Oregon question ; the only case, I believe, which our his-
tory affords of a claim on that foundation. The title by ces-
sion and tranafer we have often had in discussion, and
opinion has been fully and varicasly expressed in qudpl‘zuhlf
both maintaining and denying its validity. It strock me, sir,
as worthy of remark, that gentlemen of this House who are
somewhat noted for their zealous defence of the power to ae-
quire territory, made it & point, at the lust session of Congress,
1o express a very o opinion against the power of this A
ummmm-ummw.. I mywolf, sir, sub- | to make a trenty with a foreign nation. Tt
mitted that question to the twenty-seventh Congress, in a re-
port on the memorial of the Colonization Society : rather in-
elined, too, as [ am yet, to sustain the power. | was
however, by the strict constructionists, and espacially the
honorble member from SBouth Carolina, (Mr. Ruyxrr,) in
report which he made last session on this subject. Bir, if there
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